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July 31, 2012

Dear Proclaim Community,

Since 1995, we’ve funded grants each year to support ministry by LGBTQ Lutheran rostered leaders. The grant recipients are selected by the Grants program team, led by Margaret Moreland. Through this program, ELM donors support diverse ministries and congregations led by publicly-identified LGBTQ rostered leaders.  ELM donors have provided over $850,000 to ministry since the program began.  All members of Proclaim are eligible to apply for an ELM Ministry Grant.

As Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries lives into changes in the Lutheran Church we are aware of shifts in our programs.  At the same time that the Proclaim community is growing, we have fewer resources for Ministry Grants.  Therefore, the ELM Board of Directors have made some changes to the grant priorities, kinds of grants, and maximum amounts available for the 2013 Cycle. We look forward to growing through this shift and in the future making more funds available for Ministry Grants to Proclaim members.

During this time of limited resources, our top priorities will be funding first call positions and internship sites, particularly with ministries sharing ELM’s values, ministries in underserved communities, and ministries with the potential to serve as models for change in the greater church.
The attached application materials explain the grant categories and maximum funding for each category.  Note that Internship grants have a different calendar from the other grants.  The application deadline for all grants other than internships is September 7, 2012, however we encourage you to get your application in as early as possible.  We will review applications as they are received. If any clarifications are needed you will have more time to respond if your application is early. The decisions on grants will be made by November 1, 2012.
The ELM grant application forms for 2013 are also available on the Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries website Grants page: http://www.elm.org/elm-grants/
Applications may be submitted by email (preferred) to Operations@elm.org. For email applications please name your file(s) to include the name of the applicant. For example:  TrinityLC2012Grant
You may also submit via postal mail to the ELM office: 2649 N. Francisco Ave Chicago, IL 60647
Best,
ELM Grants Program Team
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