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	Grant Criteria

	ELM provides grants to support the ministry of Qualified Leaders (QLs).

	

	NOTE about changes in 2013:  As Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries lives into changes in the Lutheran Church we are aware of shifts in our programs.  At the same time that the Proclaim community is growing, we have fewer resources for Ministry Grants.  Therefore, we have made some changes to the grant priorities, kinds of grants and maximum amounts available for the 2013 Cycle. We look forward to growing through this shift and in the future making more funds available for Ministry Grants to Proclaim members. 

Qualified Leaders (QLs)


For the purposes of these grants, a Qualified Leader (QL) must meet all of the following criteria:

· Be a publicly-identified LGBTQ person;

· Be a member of Proclaim;

· Have completed any required background checks;
· Not be on inactive status.
Furthermore, a QL must meet at least one of the following criteria:

· Be a Lutheran seminarian (for Internship Grants)

· Be approved for ordination or commissioning by a Lutheran church body;

· Be rostered as a pastor or lay leader by ELM or a Lutheran church body.
Grant Deadlines


· Fall is the primary time for funding decisions, except for internship grants, for which final decisions will be made in March.  

· Applications received at other times will be reviewed at the discretion of ELM.

· The grant period (except for Internships) is normally for a calendar year.  
· All grant decisions depend on funds being available.   
General grants

Internship Grants

Application Deadline

September 7
February 15

Application Award

November  1

March 15

Grant Period Starts

the later of January 1 

or Start of QL employment 

Start of the internship

Grant Period Ends

the earlier of December 31

or Termination of QL employment

End of the internship




	Eligible Organizations 

Congregations, ministries and agencies are eligible for all grant categories and must meet the following requirements: 



	1. Hold 501(c) 3 status or other federally recognized nonprofit status.  
Organizations located outside the United States must provide documentation verifying corporate or trust status in the country where the organization is located.   

2. Be a Lutheran congregation, ministry or agency.

if a non-Lutheran organization, must include significant participation by Lutheran congregations, ministries, agencies, or individuals in the project planning, development, and implementation.

3. Call or be served by a QL. 
A parish pastor should be employed at least 3/4 time with a plan to reach full time within the first three years.

4. Congregations or ministries considering a call to an identified QL may submit funding requests.  The decision on funding will be contingent on the call of the QL.

5. Congregations or ministries in an open call process that includes QLs may not apply until the decision to call an identified QL has been made.

6. All grant recipients must commit to the provisions of the Partnership agreement.

	

	A note regarding Individuals interested in Project Grants 

Due to IRS regulations regarding grants to individuals, project grant applications should be administered by an organization on behalf of the individual. Please contact the Grants Committee to discuss your individual circumstances.  



	Grant Categories

			

	
	Mission Grant

Amount:   Up to $7,000
Duration: 1-2 years
To “seed” a new congregation or ministry to call and support a QL.  Mission Grants are awarded in amounts up to $7,000 for the first year.   The grant may be re-awarded once.  The grant may specify expectations of accomplishments for the funding to continue. 

	
	Support Grant

Amount:   Up to $5,000
Duration: 1-2 years
To empower an existing congregation or ministry to originate a call and support a QL.  Support Grants are awarded in amounts up to $5,000 for the first year.  The grant may be re-awarded once.  The grant may specify expectations of accomplishments for the funding to continue.


	Internship Grant

Amount:   Up to $5,000

Duration: 1 year

To support internships for seminarians who are members of Proclaim.  The congregation and supervising pastor must meet the criteria established by ELM and the church body with which the seminarian is in candidacy.

The internship must be arranged and overseen by a Lutheran Seminary

The decision to have an openly-identified LQBTQ Intern must have been approved by congregational vote (rather than just the pastor(s), council or committee).

All members who did not participate in the vote must be notified that the congregation will be receiving an openly-identified LGBTQ Intern.

The intern must be publicly-identified to the congregation as LGBTQ and be able to be public about the intern's sexual orientation and/or gender identity.

If the intern has a partner who wishes to attend worship and be visible in the life of the congregation, the congregation must be prepared to welcome the partner and to recognize the relationship.
Project Grant       Amount: Up to $2,000                       Duration: 1 Year

To fund a project of an existing congregation or ministry which is served by a QL.  Project Grants are awarded in amounts up to $2,000.
Expansion Grant

Amount:   Up to $5,000
Duration: 1-2 Years
To empower an existing congregation or ministry which is served by a QL to begin a new ministry program.  Expansion Grants are awarded in amounts up to $5,000 for the first year.  The grant may be re-awarded once.  The grant may specify expectations of accomplishments for the funding to continue.

Applicants are strongly advised to:

Engage in a pre-application assessment with their Bishop or ELM’s Professional Oversight Committee (POC).  Input will be requested from the Bishop or POC during the grant review process.

Identify a mentor and/or collaborator for the project.
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	Signature of Organization/Date

Typed Name and Title 

Signature of QL/Date 

Typed Name and Title 
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