ALLIANCE PROTESTS ASSEMBLY

LLGM, Wingspan, LC/NA United in Orlando

Calling for “new shigiheeds who care” aboul lesblan, gay
and besesual people, e Alliuce for Action coalition held &
ibsrgical protest at the 1991 ELCA Chiarchwide Assembly in
Orlando, The Allisnce, a coslition of Lutherans Concurmed
Mereh America, VOICE & VISION: Luthuran Leskian and
Gay Ministry and Wingspan Misistry, protested the absence
af Wsbsian asd gay issus on tha assesbly anat e
unrespansiveness of ELCA bishops b lesbian /gay concerns.

Warking i partrership wllh the Justice Network.of the

“DANGER! CURVE AHEATH” Every
deiver knaws the mganirg of mad-side
hazamd s, LLGM would Hke to post

I

“rosd-work”

ELCA, the

o thair ministzh '|lw atthe
ascssmibly with pamphloss entisled “What s tha ELCA ot
Taliking About” and with The Isdependost Lutheran Press
whose Jead article reports on suppresson of information by
the ELCA riggarding lesbian and gy ismes in the church.
Fassing out stickers with theie lilcsature, members of the
Allimney smvitind supporters to woar them and soon bright
pink telangles with the letwes FLLLG. (Hurmans Usafrad of
Caysl dotted the assembly floar.

Security at the assemibly was tight, consisting of armed
police. hotel security and ELCA security gaards pasitinned
o “maintain good order” and see fo it that no voices out
thue assribly process could b beard, When s gy debegate
i tha assomnbly trieed b0 announce whis and whin the
Alliance profest woslhd take place, he was cutaff in

ik sievteecs by Bishap Chilstrom.

With s otleer recourse for vaioe ar visibility, Alllance

] pe and scope of
the ELCA's Constisation.

With Tithe discussion, dileggatis s the Ind
Mational ELCA Assiesibly i Orlaste
approved substantial changes o the
constibation and bylavs ef the church.
These changes will significantly Increase
thay ELCAs ability 1o silerce dissosit, 50
command obedienc to an emergieg
cenmalized structuee, and io intimidase ko
inisibility thesse individduals and
congregations ceRanizing against curment
ELCA policies which discriminate agairss
openiy leshian and gay poaple.

Hese are some ol e approved <hanges:

* While the symods of the ELCA still bear
rusgossblity far certifying and

: e B
their libargical protest, which was held outside the sssembly
doors, by & Gospl i the floor of

Confimund Page 7

ishop renw shall saldy exeecise the
church's pewer 80 cedain. {10.31.4.9)
Consined on Fage &



Vokce & Viskan: Lowbian and iy |
My LMt iy o .
affruain st cam ax labhans

ol oy e o b i S Frengs
ey A Wt st ar

This st woekend | moved I8

T AT we Garing to Tive
Ingether?” "D we want fa b
“our” to the landind as.ar after
we are looking for an
apantment™ “Wheee da we ge
om belidays™ “What abouwt prirt
accounts? “Wha will do the
lsaning cooking /garbage .
“What abyf gedtimg merried 7
Thiss was ised only by my sister
i L, Wb U ey bolliegg hcr
that Michaed and | wene maving
in tygetdar, paused for & moment
and them somewhat confused

sk, “Bat t you by

Lkenews that this

i
et familybeheroseal

poagic b clke 4 dpin with my Machaul.
Ivfe-aflimning ardd s gunprticass
g st “Fnaly” said some of our
Ligk Friemals! “What T you bevs
142 Chunch Sime
e waiting far? You two bave been
418 amacs dlating for & whale yeart™ Wall,
Faatraral Seall call us ol fashioned, but we have
The Rer. bl kbrmon I
T K, Rth Poant 1
Tha Ao Pyt 2Bt | 1
e et l saage, it severs [ develupesd 4 new
M. Tors Garwie, Secmutary Libed which comld
¢ Mo Tursalo, Tt
o escribe & new Il of our
The R, Juprt Ramity commitmentand love.
Toe e Juws e
e g || 1t beginniog, e was s
M. Briga Eniral | “that 2o teroe” sisting im iy
3 Ty o | section of the charus, Then e was
i “Hae cute gy ke maved b bt mer!

coming oul 25 a gay man

As with most gay couples,
Michael and Lan: setting omsr
o path into the fusure without
mary maodels, tradations and
examples i follow. It will be

= Sl

‘Spacil s 1o e Rty Holieuches
i s ird Teg

| for ngs. But the fove
Atrimsic il e care
e s T i moving deeper inio new
Mk Lis, Parter P g of comnmitment in
iy expressing this growing lave,

Vi & Visian. the pormsdatier of LLOM.

avery b rsata. The macling
2 Vit ln corzposed o
by chcatnd i in

With each label, came & rew st of

vl Eight fo s the vy,
“Halln, you have reachod the
oeme of Michael and Jei *

iy,
Farinchuuion | you bavs aracs o s orif.-
o she wiing

affics

Lkt biom ey 1L811
Permisiam it bty grasend 1 eprsdacs
wctions 00 Voice & Visise, itk
i NG L

2

qantions?
cthers?® “Whan docs he et the
folks?” “What will my friends
thénik of him?™ “Whese arc the

| models for our nelationship?
© Copmight 1981, ¥eioo & Viskan: The |

“Wher should we has sex?™
D we bt get tested for HIVE
“Harw weell b L pelly ke him?”
“Edaw well have |lct bim st my

Wile | bt that smeday we

will be bl b joydully and
praliicly ansousce aue decision

0 Ty pastier, | am comsent

at this stage o v dogetteer as

et e e step along e

Joins path. Bikssings o each af
o i your sacred relationshaps! .



L B
While atsendang the ELCA
Chuschwide Assombly in
Oorlandds Bhis puast Auguse, [
decided it was time bo retrace
s of sy pase, When | was
twenty seven, | did what many
Jesbian and gy peophs i wham

will. Call it closure, 1 gugs. 1 our i bogether as open,

hoped T wouk find 3 gay man as i‘-iﬂ-mhbum-[ﬂh&ﬂ
bappy as | am and th

rase sy I of oy ex-hshand, & kind,
shared past, creative, gay man who deservd
i wres it s D, Y, e il 0 il mar.

et by, but it way char Shat
our tives had taken us in such
s that there

Back at the assombly, sanding in
the visiars” section without

o 1 ihiugha of all that
rould be po connedtion oday. He | had witnessed at this sssembily:
relialed how, memnnmm be  no gay ar leshian representation,
kad strugghed with Jesblan or gy

‘nabonal agenda
mam which will

ihemsedves and claim thelr
spiritaal and sexual wholoness. |
gt el 1t was the ultima:
“mld over matles” elfcet b0 it
s if | s btarceesmal im order
0 B0 with fasnily, chiarch
and sockcty.

This doeision was taly isonic in
that [ married & man who was
trying to dio the same thirg |
s, Three years {and no
childres) Labse, we divoroed. 4%
the tame that we parted, we bath,
R thist aur seseality issues
hasdn't been “fsed” by
Beterseal marsiage. They bad
simmply beeen derasied and
[ PP ———
seli-caboers and aur individual
happiness.

Feften vears and many lifetimes
Jater, ) found ryself in Florids at
vur ELCA Assembly not fur o
whore | knew my gx-bushand
ved. From the vantige paint of
salllave and self-accepance, |
returned tn wish any ex-husband
every happiness and all my good

alcobol.
Euiddiss.” a noAoTious
“rparative thapy” Program b
hetp gay men and lesbians repent
and “comvert” o hetercesality
on, failing that, b hecome
asieual. He spoke of his efiorts to
beep sl fewting and
expression separate ium his
identity, | askind i i be had
e b a significant
vilaticeship with a male lover.
Hir theraght 3 minutc and tham
said no. He admitted that
scmimatimes, when he couldt
help himeseh, e sl act out
sémcualty but he could s parmit
ammself to fall in lvve because it
i sl from G toc
much. Then he sdid, “It's ensier
10 mepent of lust than of love”

1 trivad b cnvmmunicah; s hirs B
foy o finally buimgg absle t0 claim
e v sevisal and spiriteal
ehlemess, buk it wis dlaar that
oz ok 0ot ot it 2 amything
ot threat. Driving back to the
assembly with Phyllis by my
side, | felt immense gragitude for

riber
hurch, Birkop Chiliaresn oatting
F a1 the microphime & jpry
delegase wh ssmply wished i
annauncy the e af aur
Iturgical protest outside the
asscmbly, supgmession af
distributioe, of the Discipling
Commmitine's Open: Lothor, thack
scrurity b prevent other aveuses
tor lestsian and gay peopie b
s el b, and e
“busines s wsual® mamtabity of
our chusch leaders in the face of
dally vighmee i lesksian and gy
Bives, all the while denying shas
ELCA policies hive asgihing fn
o with ehis vaoience.
T ssind there thinking of my
ex-husbasd, a gay san of the
chanch whe bas hees Gught by
#hat church to hate hirmsai and
o chery sl the o of a gay
partner, And | wondersd, “How
g will this church comtinue 1
perptrate spiritual and sevual
BTl g oo comean
i the namme of Jesus Christ?~

<]



LLGM Staff to do Workshop at

National CLOUT Conference
Christian Lesbians Ot Together,  patriarchal tradition that see Fipping the scalis fowaeds pur
CLOUT, is.a rewly farmed uvt ally ever ixpevience Fully  own lives Just fos balance.”
ecamenical i What N [
cnaition of tpeniy besbian clergy  Windd o pereepion of cussslies of Witngases® anes Rev., Carior
and lay church leaders. This wonihd wee have if it were we that Hieyward, prafussor st
coalition of Clowt,” L Cambridge Divinity School, Ms.
as members affectionately refer inclusify our centuries old Mary Hurs, Evecutive D .

empowering esbians (o claim
spiritusl and sesal wholeness,

o conturies old matriarchal
tradition to include men's stories
and men's exp 1 think we

ol
within theés pespective

veorahd s aurselves in a very

strachures and limrgies foe
v’y sqirituality.
‘Ruth Frost and Phiylls Zillhart,

ahald fusction opgavssvly fir
anpune, wosmen coukd spesd e
mect several bandred yoans

of Women's Alliancs in

Jaswe Spahr, Executive Dinector of
Minisery of Light. Rigistration
imformation cas be obained by
callisg fane Spahr at §15
asz-ins Y

—

two of the el

clergy i mainline Christian
Sanaminations, will beamong,
the “CLOUT of Witresses™ whe

Lesbians Embrace Pride: A Series

“Whism | wiss a litthe giel, 1 likeed

working on sell-esteem lssues.

gather in Mirmeapolis for its first 10 woar a ool beltand carry my  engendared from living in a
H 213, father 1o write hich dioes not affirm
1991 Ap CLOUT members and play checks with under the name  them either &s women or s
wapthshony boaidees, they will of “Charliy fim Roger.” Evis Wosbrians. Thicagh sepancitiseg
though T Iy five, Tguess|  exercizos, the women became
eninistry with liskians wha are had figured out that mem have: with the “bakry
cruabing thelr own “scred ‘hoth mesey and powee. 1 dyke” oe inner chid inside each

thought f | coukd play with their
b

Own Sacred Tradigion” Frost and
Zillhart will present with other
women who are asking e
quuestion, “What dos # mean t0
crvaby gaar pwn ‘womanchurch’
———

and i T axchangid the nasr
“Melissa™ for theve bays sames,
T e maoticsd. Thit wiss sy
power. As listle lesbian “Mellssa”™
1 was pawerless and Inwisible
and bad na way o describe my
As “Charlis

placing :
wmen's sevmlity at the conker
OF th Sacred isstead of an the

As Frost commented, “Womim

Jim Reger™ | could feel good
about myself and my difference”

Thassr wirre the words of one
o the wosnen in an LLGM

o them. They affirmed the small
Beshian child wha grow up awiny
o feuding “different” but with no
nguigge for that difference.

Theough shared stoeios,
slf-affirmatians, music, poctry,
syeibols and rituals, these
women exphired it aum gifl-
wdnizzs and leared about the
costribestions of lesbians to
American histury ard culban:.
Thriesgh bears and laughiar, tay
iscovired that pride 1s.

o accomadate o or sedify

4

can't give
Pride” ltwasa  yourseld, bt cam receime by
ho are. giving her. 57

group for



Carme oat frint Fage 1 i of the -
i s ELCA none may i ce s finding's were
inati 201742 » )
[paranitted in the Lutheras . wishapod the. ‘Teplication: Chusch oficiats still
Cluiech i the past in cases of Thebishap .-.’. 9 T4Y i by o they dom'tlike:
e e (namlected, ad o 8 assist in hearings.
P  averrule a .
i P ! consaltation, mediatice, and the rhmnwcm
i b . T — rights, asdd the
gaalifications for einisiry. ol exised i
« T basic i {21704, B rving
the ccvmmils, boards, commitiees or amy
the ordwined anisiry of the iscipiine process. ot groups of the charch.
FLCA have been expandud M. . Ty hichon of thechurch  FOTIIETmOE, in.a skata of
thoge listed in the Constibution. g ::':m:w'ﬁ““m suspension, authosity may be
e ik o et . granbid 10 the kocal synod to assume
Christ: accptancs of 20d - o sclministzative respansibility of S
adhenence b the Comfession of mm,‘,‘, saectad intemmally by congregation, If it reviaty such aoulrel,
Faith: with the . AUTRY Y ity e immdistefs expiiid from the

Gaspel;

drveloped by the Diisio for
Minisiry, revieed  the
Covfermce of Biskops, and adopted
by the Church Cowesil 1731110
+  In the provisices for
discpling s the former
constitution, an open ar public
hoaring o at Fhe

ELCA. {(I01R.02}

sequst f the aviuset. N i
'M:-mp il N,ﬂlml(unkus

13,13} banplication: Dnsn:-ll,
T

i 51, Francis and First
though the bishop may bethe United, the Disciplise Commitiee
accuser, mpusd a period of suspensin.
e procizety because it wanted b g

The disciplins commitiee e of the ELCA and the
et pblish s eision in b
ol o parishes tn b voek ogether
nd o of the e
£ e e ! Tt abso gave:
i o L e comgregations voior asd vole
: The
Tmpliation: The Cpen Leter ¢ s, Undls the
O 7 maw rules, congregations wiosld be
Repurt woulkd not beallowe in. T2 B o
s i P 40 VG 0T YObE,

e sueh s the s o
other concermed Christians.

1)

= Treviously only the accusad

In  chissch barn cut af the courags

o f its dissenting founder, these
coukd appeal the desision o the %
+ Tathe prior & Nopasl whi changes signal a dramatie
dained be a N what 1o be
censured o suspended for raling sf Latheran, W are not constitusicnal
\g ¥ dia peoeess had bocn -
“willfally dlisreganding thy i o authiosities, bt are dearly
fodaned. Nevw, eilhes PAREERY e i these wha are

s of thee ELCA, thary coulid
nt be resoved from the roster of
andaired minissers for this bepe of
winlation. This exeption hus mow

*ppe
Committes which cam overtum a
decision for an expanded
marmber of seasans including &
detprminaoe ol the

orgamizisy b ook at these changs
and their effects om s sensggic for
Jostice in the FLCA. 1F you an:

interesd in caganizing a respuna

[ Chergy
wehir choose ecclesiastical
disabodience with the cusrent

6

wbvessed It
dlumo-\ becaus if's decision

;
wifcts of these changes, plisse call
=5 al 41558341126, 57



“Voices of Pride" Youth Group
LLGM Bupports Lesbian, Gay & Bisexual Youth

Rueall bt it e L S i

Alliange ! from gaige |
Inrwdintely beforehand. Since
the assembly was crawling with
security personnel, this ook
some ingrmuiy. A Bible,

comgrogitinns, LLGH
ey Flan wbich

ggiing ill cillapsibhi cross snd a smuggled

sredorstand - support b in red chasubc with an immse:

! th at risk= 1) “Visioes of piie tringle on it emabies Le
best friend or your favorite Pride,* an ecumenical spirtuatity | Treadway of Wingspan hinistry
techur. Wik did yom falk F support group for lesbéan, gay, and Ruth Frost of LLGM fo enacy
Wi usderstond T Vol & and biseual youth; 21 adult the processian. (N ane:
VESION: L 1 4 “mentes” or sl ol than
Caay Ministry knows s not peracmal, spiraual, and lamily puands foliowd tham.| Afser
casy for lesbian, gay, and suppot to youth wh are procosséeg up the main ishe in
bistrmual yoeath, or youth oo without modets or support from | Silence, the little Cocpal

scarend b s ary Ikl 1o
describe their feelings and

their own families; and 3)

TR n
sexsieivity tralning for 1he Alllmpcs e i the

i doars of
s, b prow e e b
drat ing in thi ared schorks by compleie e linmgical protest.
hat lebtan, eed
e s dleents e AT s e, gay and ELCA Bchops with ndlfiercecs
hris times e ikoly fpbaar DUt ot :;.:un:mmwm,:h
imed hase clory who bave
ok o e LM fconfdon S e
SRS - st il . About
the desbian, jry i b d and all o hundsiad assernbly
in plac by spring A
chemicals o “self-medicase™ of 1991 ", 2
persunal pain and low .- . el B
selftsbiven, Wi v in a culbure FINANCIAL ALERT!
:

in which g often narch is the
plae isbian gy 2o Bl

H mmrmr.w.wwmwj e for our tnavel &
8 ELCA Chrohmide Aaxmuy i Chrlandlp avd an oyffce computer. You helped

the gy bar i the place of
weelcming senchuary.

VOICE & VEICR: LLGM is
working hard 10 countersct
thew: Bagative efficts. The
‘ministry is forming a coalition
of sapport for Jesbian. gay and
bisewml

Francisoo's East Bay. Working
in partnership with the Fridl
Firch Yiueth Cesser, and in
partership with F-FLAG
members, pastars and their

R
ﬂam(wm

puter bt are shll koping
iwr@mmm\nw
D A CLOUT of Witnesses"

Firss national Ecamenical conforence of Chrissian Lestean:
©ut Togesher {CLOUT) i Minneapolss Nov . 1-3. Help
sendt Buth and Phyllis (s articly this issuc),

Office Valunbeers
W nieed admimstrativ assistance & bl mainiain
computer database ared financial socards. I v ar & local
s who can »olunh\-\H hours 3 wick, check this box.
a8 resurn m.scmpn

ol 4o VOICE & VISION, LL{'M JS?Chm'J’r SF.CASTI,

savssmmsssmssnnnsannen




Kunisch Update

willam Kunisch, Pagific Lutheran
Thoslergieal ssminksian wh bad his
endarsemendt far ministry in the
ELCA withdsawen for preaching a
sermon supportive of St. Prancis.
Lutheran Church, sends his grovtings
From the Lutheran Charch of
Honaulu, Hawai. Scheduled i do

Religlon, which bas accepted
i for the fall of ‘52, Perhaps.
by the me Bill completes his
seminary trainisg, these will be
another courageous.
congregation who will Esue
call to Bill. 7

e

these

nd I

withdrawn, Bill assamed the
congregation would o langer wank
hirs Hi was wrang, Understasding
BT case b0 be a miscarriage af
fustice anithetical o the Gospul, the
congregation volod & take Bill as an
trregular ntemm.

Mcamuhile, PLTS has demed Bil's
reguest to-alkone bim g0 continue bis
Master of Diviniry work 4t thas
Seminary, Conseqacntly, Bill is
trassferring 40 Packfic School of

our hearts, We give you thasis
e s Faithul eisrssss 0 the
Cospl and their vision of the
Eeavenly Place of Belonging
-
L W give you thanks for
Fastnrs Aguirre. Andersan,
Barndt, Boors, Boutu, Burt,
Christiansen, Crary, DoLasgr,
Eenton-Boehaug, DeFurte,

. Dishna,
Ellwanger, Flak, Flore, Frost,

- bttt i
LLGM » 152 Chuerch Street ® Sin Francison, CA = 94174-1717

Frykman, Gaye, Green,
Huldin, Hamsin, Harms,
Hauser, Hiserberg, Hiller,
Hach, Hoaper, Hay-Bianchi,
Troms, Jacobson, Jesska,

Johnsan, Jones Kaldahl,
Kragthorps, Kolin, Larson,
Leonard, Lewls, Lokken,
Merble, Miler, Muedler,
Murphy, Nebsom, Ohberdore,
Otsan, Petersan, Tihl,
Ramsdell, Renquist,
Richmond, Rokner, Rallefson,
Root, Restedt, Rushle. Ruth,
Sauerman, Schieman,
Sehuliz-Ackerman, Schalize,
e, Semith, Swanson,
Tescdernan, Theses, Thompsan,
Tuibias, Toegeeson-Ball, Viegil,
Vs, Wagener, Zoesch and
Zilthart.

P: These are Shepherds who
carel Let themn be acchyimedr,”




