THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Amen.
P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

The water is poured.

P We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
C Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his
family.
P Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
C At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with
the Holy Spirit.
P By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
C We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus
Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
P To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “All Creatures, Worship God Most High”

GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
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KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Gather Us In”

ELW 532

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray: God of grace and mercy, through the transforming
word of the prophets and the faithful leadership of the apostles, you create the church. You gift all your people for the work of ministry and call
us to proclaim your Gospel of love and justice for the world. May the
power of your Holy Spirit accompany Lura as she is ordained to the ministry of Word and Sacrament, and guide the people of Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, as they affirm their call to be in ministry with Lura here in
this place.
C
Amen.
Please be seated.

FIRST READING
Numbers 27:1-11
Then the daughters of Zelophehad came forward. Zelophehad was son of
Hepher son of Gilead son of Machir son of Manasseh son of Joseph, a
member of the Manassite clans. The names of his daughters were:
Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 2They stood before Moses,
Eleazar the priest, the leaders, and all the congregation, at the entrance
of the tent of meeting, and they said, 3“Our father died in the wilderness;
he was not among the company of those who gathered themselves together against the LORD in the company of Korah, but died for his own sin;
and he had no sons. 4Why should the name of our father be taken away
from his clan because he had no son? Give to us a possession among our
father’s brothers.” 5Moses brought their case before the LORD. 6And the
LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 7The daughters of Zelophehad are right in
what they are saying; you shall indeed let them possess an inheritance
among their father’s brothers and pass the inheritance of their father on
to them. 8You shall also say to the Israelites, “If a man dies, and has no
son, then you shall pass his inheritance on to his daughter. 9If he has no
daughter, then you shall give his inheritance to his brothers. 10If he has no
brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to his father’s brothers. 11And
if his father has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to the
nearest kinsman of his clan, and he shall possess it. It shall be for the Israelites a statute and ordinance, as the LORD commanded Moses.”
Word of God, word of life,
Thanks be to God.

CANTICLE

“Canticle of the Turning”
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SECOND READING
PSALM 109:1-5
Do not be silent, O God of my praise.
2
For wicked and deceitful mouths are opened against me, speaking
against me with lying tongues.
3
They beset me with words of hate, and attack me without cause.
4
In return for my love they accuse me, even while I make prayer for them.
5
So they reward me evil for good, and hatred for my love.
Word of God, word of life,
Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

GOSPEL READING
P
C

The Gospel according to Matthew, the 10th chapter.
Glory to you, O God.

Matthew 10:5-13
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere
among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to
the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good news,
‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8Cure the sick, raise the dead,
cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give
without payment. 9Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, 10no bag
for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve
their food. 11Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy,
and stay there until you leave. 12As you enter the house, greet it. 13If the
house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your
peace return to you.
5

P
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON “Taking What God Has Given” The Rev. Dr. Stephen Ray

Please stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY “We’ve Come This Far By Faith”
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE RITE OF ORDINATION
We present for ordination to the holy ministry of Word and Sacrament, Lura Naomi Groen, who has been prepared, examined, and certified for this
ministry and who has been called by the Church to the office of pastor.
Thanks be to God.
According to apostolic usage you are now to be set apart to the office of
Word and Sacrament in the one holy catholic Church by the laying on of
hands and by prayer.

Our Lord Jesus Christ says: "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, even so I send you. Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins
of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." (John 20:21-23)

And again: "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you
always, to the close of the age." (Matthew 28:18-20)

St. Paul writes: I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you,

that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and
when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my body
which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way also
the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." For as
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)
Before almighty God, to whom you must give account, and in the presence of this congregation, I ask: Will you assume this office, believing that
the Church's call is God's call to the ministry of Word and Sacrament?

I will, and I ask God to help me.

The Church in which you are to be ordained confesses that the Holy Scrip-

tures are the Word of God and are the norm of its faith and life. We accept, teach, and confess the Apostles', the Nicene, and the Athanasian
Creeds. We also acknowledge the Lutheran Confessions as true witnesses
and faithful expositions of the Holy Scriptures. Will you therefore preach
and teach in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and these creeds and
confessions?

I will, and I ask God to help me.

Will you be diligent in your study of the Holy Scriptures and in your use of
the means of grace? Will you pray for God's people, nourish them with the
Word and Holy Sacraments, and lead them by your own example in faithful service and holy living?

I will, and I ask God to help me.

Will you give faithful witness in the world, that God's love may be known
in all that you do?

I will, and I ask God to help me.

Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously
grant you the strength and compassion to perform them.
Amen.
We invite ALL to come forward for the laying on of hands, placing a hand on the ordinand or on the shoulder of the person in front of you.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Holy God, gracious Creator, we bless you for your infinite love in Christ, in
whom we are transforming, saved and released from our sins and debts
according to the riches of your grace. Through death you overcame
death. Through resurrection you fulfilled all things. We praise you that
Christ poured out gifts abundantly on the Church, making some apostles,
some prophets, some pastors and teachers, to equip your people for their
work of ministry for building up the body of Christ
Eternal God, pour out your Spirit upon Lura and fill her with the gifts of
grace for the ministry of Word and Sacrament.
Bless her proclamation of your Word and administration of your Sacraments, so that your Church may be gathered for praise and strengthened
for service. Make her a faithful pastor, a patient teacher, a wise counselor.
Grant that in all things she may serve without reproach, that your people
may be renewed and your name be glorified in the Church; through Jesus
Christ our liberator, who lives and reigns with you and the Spirit, one God
now and forever.
Amen.
O Holy One, bless Lura’s witness and work among us that it may further
understanding and reconciliation where there is fear and estrangement.
Grant that her witness and work may strengthen ties between all our communities of faith, building bridges for the work of healing and renewal in
the world.
Amen
The people are seated. The newly ordained may remain kneeling. A stole is placed
over her shoulders.

Receive this stole as a sign of your work, and walk in obedience to Christ,
serving the people and remembering Christ’s promise: “Come to me, all
who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
(Matthew 11:28-30)

The newly ordained stands and is addressed by co-workers in the gospel.

"Strive for righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentle
ness. Fight the good fight of the faith." (1 Timothy 6:11-12)
"Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit
has made you guardians, to feed the Church of the Lord which he obtained with his own blood." (Acts 20:28)
"Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not by constraint but willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly, not as domineering over those
in your charge but being examples to the flock. And when the chief
shepherd is manifested you will obtain the unfading crown of glory." (1
Peter 5:2-4)
"This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards
of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required of stewards that they
be found trustworthy." (1 Corinthians 4:1-2)
Care for God's people, bear their burdens and do not betray their confidence. Witness faithfully in word and deed to all people. Give and receive
comfort as you serve within the Church. And be of good courage, for God
has called you, and your labor in the Lord is not in vain.
The God of peace equip you with everything good that you may do God’s
will working in you that which is pleasing in God’s sight, through Christ; to
whom be the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
ACCLAMATION OF ORDINATION
Will you, assembled as the people of God and speaking for the whole
Church, receive Lura as a messenger of Jesus Christ sent to serve God's
people with the Gospel of hope and salvation? Will you regard her as a
servant of Christ?
We will.
Will you pray for her, help and honor her for her work's sake, and in all
things strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ?
We will.

Let it be acclaimed that Lura Naomi Groen is ordained a minister in the
Church of Christ. She has Christ's authority to preach the Word and administer the Sacraments, serving God's people.
Amen. Thanks be to God!
The congregation may offer acclamation with applause.
HYMN

“Lord. You Give the Great Commission”
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INSTALLATION
Having been authorized by God’s people, the Church, to install Lura Naomi
Groen, our co-worker in the Gospel, as pastor, I now ask for certification
of this call.
We, of Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, after prayerful deliberation, have elected Lura to be pastor. We present her and this
letter certifying the call.

Hear the words addressed to Timothy: Set the believers an example

in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Till I come, attend
to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching, to teaching. Do not
neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophetic utterance when the council of elders laid their hands upon you. Practice
these duties, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress. Take heed to yourself and to your teaching; hold to that, for
by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers. (1 Tim.
4:12-16)
Pastor Lura, in the presence of this congregation do you commit yourself
to this new trust and responsibility?

I do, and I ask God to help me.

The office of pastor is now committed to you in the name of the Creator,
and Redeemer, and Sanctifier. Amen.
The people of Grace Lutheran will please stand.

Baptized into the priesthood of Christ, we are all called by the Holy Spirit
to ministries of love, justice and service. People of Grace, do you commit
yourselves anew to be partners with Pastor Lura in proclaiming and living
the Gospel?
We do and we ask God to help us.
Receive now these reminders of your common calling to serve the Lord
Jesus and his people in the ministry of Word and Sacrament.
Members of Grace Lutheran’s Call Administrative Team present symbols of ministry.

Let us pray. Gracious God, you have blessed each of us with unique gifts,
and called us into specific occupations, relationships, and ministries. Empower the people of Grace, together with their pastor, and this whole
priesthood of believers, to be ministers of your reconciliation, love, hope
and justice, through Jesus Christ who walks beside us.
Amen.
Please sit.

OFFERING and SPECIAL MUSIC
Anthem

“Offertory”

Please stand as the gifts are received.

OFFERTORY

John Ness Beck

GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise...we praise your name and join in their
unending hymn:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation, hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life.
When the world was a formless void, you formed order and beauty. When
Abraham and Sarah were barren, you sent them a child. When the Israelites were enslaved, you led them to freedom. Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, and the psalmists cried out for healing, and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.
You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. He was born among the
poor, he lived under oppression, he wept over the city. With infinite love,
he granted the people your life.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat,
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.
Remembering his death, we cry out Amen.
Amen.
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen.
Amen!
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen.
Amen.
O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. O God, you are
Bread: feed us with yourself. O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and
make us one. O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.
O God most majestic, O God most motherly, O God our strength and our
song, you show us a vision of a tree of life for all and leaves that heal the
nations. Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, the life of the
Spirit of our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION

Believing in the presence of Christ at the table, the congregation extends the Lord’s
invitation to commune with him. All people of all ages are welcome in this place. At
the direction of the usher, come down the center aisle to the communion station on
your side of the sanctuary. Receive the bread and hold it for intinction, or dipping, in
either the first goblet (wine) or the second (grape juice). Adults or children who
choose not to commune are invited to come forward for a blessing. To return to your
pew, please use the side aisles.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“We Come to the Hungry Feast”
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“Spirit of Gentleness”

ELW 396

“All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”

ELW 461

“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”

Please stand.
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COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God,
that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life.
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,
in faith toward you
and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

“We Are Marching”
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SENDING
Go in peace. Share the Good News.
Thanks be to God!

Today’s offering will go to:

Lutheran Volunteer Corps (LVC), a national volunteer service program, partners
with full-time volunteers and over 100 social justice organizations and ministries in
twelve cities in the United States. In addition to working for justice, LVC Volunteers
live together in intentional household communities of 4-7 people, deepen their spirituality, and encourage simple, sustainable living.

Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries (ELM) is an international organization that credentials and rosters qualified candidates of all sexual orientations and gender identities
for ministry; supports these pastors by connecting them with congregations who are
committed to the full participation of people of all sexual orientations and gender identities in Lutheran life and ministry; provides mission grants to support the ministry of
its roster members; and provides a network of support to congregations and pastors.
Seventeen Lutheran congregations are served by Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries
pastors.

Texas Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church is an eighty-six year old institution that has
been on a long path toward realization of the need for justice in our church and in the
world. For over thirty years, Grace has taken a stand for the radical inclusivity of
God’s love. Our mission statement reads, “Acting and Speaking Christ Fearlessly,
Transforming Relationships with God, Each Other, and Our Community.” We live that
statement seriously, meaning that we open our arms to all, regardless of race, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, or gender identity.

